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	Policy Title
	Drugs Education and Misuse of Substances Policy


	Policy Reference
	

	Function
	For Information and Guidance. 

	Status
	Recommended

	Audience
	Parents, Governors, Principal, Teachers, Support

Staff, DfE, Pupils

	Ownership /

Implementation
	The Principal and the Governing Body have overall responsibility for ensuring that this policy is implemented.

	Version
	v1.0

	Date Approved by Governing Body
	21st July 2010

	Date Issued
	1st September 2010

	Date for Review
	31st August 2011


Drapers’ Academy is a Harold Hill school for Harold Hill families.  It will raise educational achievement to high levels, broaden experience and prepare young adults to achieve their best in further education and employment.

Abilities will be supported and aspiration nurtured.  Particular support will be given to families so that children can achieve their best.

The Academy specialisms will be science and mathematics.   So that every child can benefit and be stimulated, imaginative and creative teaching of these subjects will be a notable strength.  The wider curriculum will also be taught to a high standard with a particular emphasis on English.

The Academy will encourage children to take part in a wide variety of activities to raise confidence, stimulate the spirit of enquiry and provide enjoyable and memorable experiences.

The Drapers’ Company will use its expertise as a leading London charity with a long experience in education to provide linkages across a wide variety of areas.  Queen Mary will provide close links with the world of higher education to encourage students to go to university.

Fullest use will be made of the exceptional site occupied by the Academy, including the creation of new buildings that will stimulate every aspect of learning.

The Academy will play a major part in the aspiration to regenerate Harold Hill.  This will be principally through the Harold Hill Learning Village but also through close links with a wide variety of community activities and other educational establishments in the area.

1 Rationale
At Drapers’ Academy, drugs education is important because we believe that it is a major component of drug prevention.  Drug prevention aims to: minimise the number of young people engaging in drug use; delay the age of onset of first use; reduce the harm caused by drugs; and enable those who have concerns about drugs to seek help.

Our rationale for providing pupils with Drugs Education is to give them opportunities to develop their knowledge, skills, attitudes and understanding about drugs and appreciate the benefits of a healthy lifestyle, relating this to their own and others’ actions.

2 To Whom the Policy Relates and Where
2.1
This policy relates to all members of the Academy – all staff, pupils, parents/carers, governors and partner agencies working with schools.

2.2
The policy relates to all members of the Academy during school and extended hours.  Visitors to the school must adhere to the policy and trips organised by the Academy will accommodate the policy in accordance with national guidance.

2.3
The policy also applies to pupils who are educated in part within further education or other provision.

2.4
The limits of ‘school boundaries’ extend beyond the Academy premises and includes journeys in school time, work experience and residential trips.

2.5
Illegal and other unauthorised drugs are as outlined in The Misuse of Drugs Act 1971 (Amended in January 2004) and Tobacco and Alcohol laws under section 7 of the Children and Young Persons Act 1933.
3 Purpose

3.1 To provide all pupils with appropriate, up to date and accurate information on which to build their decisions about drugs.
3.2 To increase pupils’ knowledge and understanding and clarify misconceptions about:
3.2.1 The short and long term effects and risks of drugs

3.2.2 The rules and laws relating to drugs

3.2.3 The impact of drugs on individual families and communities

3.2.4 The complex moral, social, emotional and political issues surrounding drugs.
3.3 To develop pupils’ personal and social skills to make informed decisions and keep themselves safe and healthy.
4 Definition of a Drug

The term drug means all substances capable of misuse, including all legal and illegal drugs and medicines.  These include alcohol, tobacco, prescribed drugs and volatile substances.
5 The Management of Drug Related Incidents

5.1 The Academy’s first concern in managing drugs is the health and safety of the school community and meeting the pastoral needs of pupils.  Staff should follow the formal procedures for managing incidents if an individual person is found in possession of a suspicious substance on school premises.

6 Police Involvement

We have a moral obligation to report an incident involving drugs to the police, not informing the police may prove to be counter-productive.
7 The Role of the Police

The law permits school staff to take temporary possession of a substance suspected of being an illegal drug for the purposes of preventing an offence from being committed or continued in relation to that drug.
In taking temporary possession of suspected illegal drugs, the Academy will:
7.1 Ensure that a second adult witness is present throughout.

7.2 Seal the sample in a plastic bag and include details of the date and time of the seizure/find and witness present.
7.3 Store it in the school safe.
7.4 Without delay notify the police, who will collect it and then store or dispose of it in line with locally agreed protocols.  
7.5 Record full details of the incident, including the police incident reference number.  The Academy will make a full record of every incident.   Staff should be aware that records, including notes of any discussions with pupils, may be used in any subsequent court proceedings.  Notes should include the time, date, place and people present, as well as what was said.

7.6 Inform parents/carers, unless this would jeopardise the safety of the pupil.

7.7 If formal action is to be taken against a pupil, the police should make arrangements for them to attend a local police station accompanied by an appropriate adult for interview.  Only in exceptional circumstances should arrests or interviews take place at school.  An appropriate adult should always be present during interviews, preferably a parent/carer or duty social worker.
8 Links with Other Policies
8.1 The Drugs Education and Misuse of Substances policy is linked with and is consistent with the Behaviour policy, Medical Treatment of Pupils Policy, Discipline Procedure & Policy, Child Protection Policy and the issues of confidentiality in relation to the Child Protection Policy.  Teachers cannot and should not promise total confidentiality.  

9  Evaluation, Monitoring and Review
9.1 The drugs education programme is monitored by the Vice Principal, Teaching & Learning, in consultation with relevant departments.
9.2 The Governing Body will review this policy every year and assess its implementation and effectiveness.  This policy will be promoted and implemented throughout the Academy
.
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