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Drapers’ Academy is a Harold Hill school for Harold Hill families.  It will raise educational achievement to high levels, broaden experience and prepare young adults to achieve their best in further education and employment.

Abilities will be supported and aspiration nurtured.  Particular support will be given to families so that children can achieve their best.

The Academy specialisms will be science and mathematics.   So that every child can benefit and be stimulated, imaginative and creative teaching of these subjects will be a notable strength.  The wider curriculum will also be taught to a high standard with a particular emphasis on English.

The Academy will encourage children to take part in a wide variety of activities to raise confidence, stimulate the spirit of enquiry and provide enjoyable and memorable experiences.

The Drapers’ Company will use its expertise as a leading London charity with a long experience in education to provide linkages across a wide variety of areas.  Queen Mary will provide close links with the world of higher education to encourage students to go to university.

Fullest use will be made of the exceptional site occupied by the Academy, including the creation of new buildings that will stimulate every aspect of learning.

The Academy will play a major part in the aspiration to regenerate Harold Hill.  This will be principally through the Harold Hill Learning Village but also through close links with a wide variety of community activities and other educational establishments in the area.

1
Introduction
1.1 The Academy’s Sex and Relationship Education Policy has been developed in accordance with the current requirements of the law, and takes into account the Children’s Acts of 1989 and 2004, the Education Acts of 1993 and 2002, and the DfE “Sex and Relationship Education Guidance” (2000).
2 Definition of Sex and Relationships Education
2.1 Sex and Relationships Education (SRE) is an educational entitlement for all young people.  It is lifelong learning about physical, moral and emotional development, and about sex, sexuality and sexual health.  SRE aims to support young people in managing puberty and adolescence and to prepare them for adult life.
3 Aims and Objectives
3.1 The Academy provides a setting in which pupils are offered appropriate teaching about Sex and Relationships Education.   The purpose of SRE is to support pupils through their physical, emotional and moral development and to help them to understand themselves, respect others and form and sustain healthy relationships.

3.2 The main aims of the Academy’s SRE programme are to allow pupils to:
3.2.1 Develop positive values and a moral framework that will guide their decisions, judgements and behaviour;
3.2.2 Be aware of their sexuality and understand human sexuality;
3.2.3 Understand the arguments for delaying sexual activity;
3.2.4 Have sufficient information and skills to protect themselves and any future partner from unintended/unwanted conceptions and sexually transmitted infections, including HIV;
3.2.5 Understand the risks to health and well-being associated with teenage conception;
3.2.6 Have the confidence and self esteem to value themselves and others and have respect for individual conscience and the skills to judge what kind of relationship they are seeking;
3.2.7 Explore their own values and develop their own moral framework;
3.2.8 Communicate effectively and to be assertive when necessary;
3.2.9 Take responsibility for and accept the consequences of their own actions;

3.2.10 Avoid being exploited or exploiting themselves;
3.2.11 Have access to confidential sexual health advice/support and, if necessary, treatment;
3.2.12 Know how the law applies to sexual relationships.

4 The SRE Programme
4.1 The Sex and Relationships Education programme actively promotes the benefits of family life.  Pupils are encouraged to recognise the responsibilities of parenthood and to respect themselves and others.  Moral and ethical issues are presented and discussed.
4.2 The programme looks at the biology of sexual maturation, focusing on the physical and emotional changes associated with puberty as well as related issues of personal hygiene.  The programme covers the legal implications of sexual behaviour.

In Key Stage 3 pupils learn how good relationships can promote mental well-being, how to manage their feelings positively and how to manage changing relationships. They learn the law relating to sexual behaviour, how to develop skills of assertiveness in order to resist peer pressure and stereotyping, how to access sources of advice and support and when and where to get help, such as from a sexual health clinic.

In Key stage 4 pupils learn to recognise the influences and pressures around sexual behaviour and how to respond appropriately and confidently seeking professional health advice where necessary. They learn how HIV and other STIs affect the body, how different forms of contraception work, the risk of early sexual activity and the link with use of alcohol. Discussions around moral issues such as abortion, contraception and the age of consent are all considered.

5 Teaching Programme and Resources
5.1 The SRE programme is delivered in whole class or group situations.  It is taught within the National Curriculum Science Programme of Study and within a planned PSHE programme.
5.2 The Principal assumes overall responsibility for ensuring that pupils are protected from teaching materials which are inappropriate, having regard to the age and cultural background of the pupils concerned.

6 Methodology and Approach: The Delivery of Controversial Issues
6.1 SRE lessons cover essential knowledge as well as providing the opportunity for reflection and discussion.   All SRE issues are taught without personal bias. Topics are introduced with a sense of openness and pupils are given the opportunity to ask questions.   Answers take into account the age and maturity of pupils and are framed in terms of the promotion of family values.  Where the teaching includes issues which may be sensitive, staff and students work within clearly understood and applied ground-rules (see QCA guidance).
6.2 The teaching about contraception is carried out in a frank and open manner.  Pupils are given non-biased information about different forms of contraception.  Staff do not give advice to individuals. Contraceptive advice can only be given through appropriate external agencies.
7 Confidentiality and Child Protection
7.1 All members of staff and external visitors who work with pupils at the Academy will be given a copy of the SRE Policy and the Academy’s Child Protection Policy.  Medical staff working at the Academy will be guided by the Fraser Guidelines for health professionals, and details of these are provided in the DfE document Sex and Relationship Education (2000).  The Principal or the Child Protection Officer will meet any health professional or other adult before they start work with pupils.   This is to ensure that they are conversant with the Academy’s policy and expectations regarding correct practice and the required response to identified issues, including those that may relate to Child Protection matters.
7.2 Members of Staff are required to adhere to the Academy’s policy on confidentiality, especially when they believe that a pupil has embarked on a course of conduct that could place him or her at moral or physical risk or in breach of the law.  Staff should ensure that pupils understand that they are not in a position to guarantee confidentiality.  It is only in exceptional cases that the Academy will be required to handle information without parental knowledge.
7.3 It should be noted that if the preservation of a confidence enables criminal offences to be committed or results in serious harm to the pupil’s health and welfare, civil or criminal proceedings will ensue.

7.4 All staff should be fully aware of the Academy’s procedures for dealing with Child Protection issues.

8 Partnership with Parents/Carers
8.1 The Academy’s SRE programme recognises that most of a pupil’s informal sex and relationship education occurs within the family.  The SRE programme aims to compliment and build on this important component.
8.2 Parents/carers have the right to withdraw their child(ren) from all or part of the Sex and Relationships Education programme provided, but not from the teaching of the biological aspects of human growth and reproduction necessary under National Curriculum Science.  Any parent/carer wishing to withdraw their child(ren) from the SRE programme should inform the Principal in writing of their decision.  Pupils who are withdrawn are accommodated separately and will be set appropriate, alternative work to complete.

8.3 Copies of the Academy’s SRE policy are available from the Academy General Office on request from parents/carers.  A short summary of the SRE policy is included in the Academy prospectus.
8.4 The Academy will periodically hold SRE information/education workshops for parents/carers.

9 Equal Opportunities
9.1 The Academy is committed to the provision of SRE for all of its pupils. The SRE programme aims to respond to the diversity of pupils’ cultures, faiths and family backgrounds.  SRE is delivered to both genders, normally in mixed classes.  There are, however, certain topics that may be delivered in single sex groups eg: menstruation.

9.2 Equal time and provision will be allocated to all groups but there may be occasions when pupils with special educational needs are given extra support from SEN staff.

9.3 The Academy is proactive in combating sexism and sexist bullying.

10 Evaluation and Assessment
10.1 Evaluation and assessment, including self-assessment, are an integral part of SRE.  Elements of sex education in the Science Curriculum are assessed formally.  
11 Feeder Schools
11.1 The Academy’s SRE provision takes into account the SRE programmes of feeder schools.   SRE is included in all transition discussions.

12 Monitoring, Evaluation and Review

12.1 The Governing Body will review this policy biennially and assess its implementation and effectiveness.  The policy will be promoted and implemented throughout the Academy.
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